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ITALY'S INCREASING WAR BURDENS. 

About twelve years ago, the Italian Government sur- 
prised Europe by launching out into the most extravagant 
expenditure upon the navy. Vast ships of war were con- 
structed, one of which, the "Duilio," attained the size of 
eleven thousand tons. These vessels were armed with 
guns of one hundred tons each and, further, were partially 
covered with armor-plates. They were built on such a 
scale, and so heavily weighted, that it was feared that 
complete armor would cause them to sink peacefully to 
the bottom of the ocean before they would be of the 
slightest help in active hostilities. 

A competent native authority has just written an article, 
in the Naples Courier, in which he shows that this new 
fleet, which was a source of such pride to its originators at 
the time, has already become antiquated and comparatively 
valueless, owing to the advances in naval construction sub- 
sequently made by other nations. Had the Italians main- 
tained cool heads upon their shoulders, and kept their 
money in their pockets, instead of squandering untold 
millions upon these huge vessels, they would be now in an 
incomparably stronger position, even from a naval point of 
view. For they would be able to avail themselves of the 
latest improvements in construction instead of being lim- 
ited to the humiliating process of patching up their almost 
obsolete ships. 

The efficiency of the latter has vanished, but the debt 
and the outlay remain, either actually or in their results of 
failure. How many millions has England, also, wasted 
similarly, at various times ! This Italian experience, how- 
ever, is so specially instructive, that it should be widely 
pondered by Englishmen and impressed upon their rulers ; 
for, too often, modern British ships of war are speedily 
found to be utter failures. Thus the "Hood," of 91 guns, 
constructed in 1849, the u Encounter," 1970 tons, built in 
1873, and a whole category of others, have already had to 
be sold or broken up, at great loss to the taxpayers, though 
probably at great gain to many dockyard officials and 
Government contractors. 

The mortgages on Italian land amount to eight hundred 
million pounds, or more than the vast National Debt of 
Great Britain. The total estimated value of the property 
on which these mortgages are effected only exceeds that 
amount by 160 million pounds, so that the country is 
mortgaged "up to the hilt," whilst the rate of interest on 
the debt is about 8 per cent. ! Hence it is no wonder 
that misery, vice, and murder abound in Italy. But the 
chief cause of all this woe is the madness of yielding to 
naval and military ambition and panic-mongering folly. 

And the end is not yet. The Italian Government is 
still incurring further outlay upon iron-ciads and armies, 
and swelling, as the frog in the fable, in emulation of the 
bullock-like proportions of the armaments of gigantic 
Russia and Germany. — Herald of Peace. 



VICTORIAN WARS AND BRITISH TAX- 
PAYERS. 

The following table of the special cost of recent British 
wars during the reign of Queen Victoria, in addition to 
the regulai annual expenditure on the army and navy ap- 
pears in the Secular Almanac: 
1838—1843 Insurrection in Canada 
First Chinese War 
Kaffir War .... 
Russian War : Total Naval 
and Military Expenditure 



1857-8 


Persian Expedition 


900,000 


a 


War in China 


590,693 


1858-9 


" tc . 


391,943 


a 


War with Russia . 


390,580 


1859-60 


War with China . 


858,057 


1860-1 


tt a 


3,043,896 


1861-2 


u a 


1,230,000 


t» 


War with Russia . 


53,431 


1865-6 


New Zealand War 


764,829 


1867-8 


Abyssinian Expedition . 


2,000,000 


1868-9 


44 44 


5,000,000 


1869-70 


" " 


1,300,00 


1870-1 


War in Europe 


1,350,000 


1871-2 


it 44 


101,097 


1873-4 


Ashantee Expedition 


800,000 


1874-5 


44 44 


125,000 


1877-8 


Russo- Turkish War 


3,500,000 


1878-9 


Abysinnian Expedition . 


17,865 


u 


War in South Africa 


1,844,000 


u 


Russo-Turkish War 


2,624,968 


1879-80 


War in South Africa 


2,772,720 


ct 


4t Griqualand West . 


222,200 


u 


Sikukam Expedition 


250,000 


1880-1 


Transvaal . 


656,000 


u 


Afghan War 


500,000 


1881-2 


Transvaal . 


1,769,500 


a 


Zulu, etc., Wars . 


135,000 


u 


Afghan War 


500,000 


1882-3 


Egyptian Expedition 


3,895,500 


a 


Afghan War 


500,000 


a 


Transvaal . . . . 


14,000 


1883-4 


Afghan War 


1,000,000 


u 


Egypt . 


381,750 


1884-5 


Afghan War 


250,000 


n 


Relief of General Gordon 


300,000 


u 


Nile Expedition 


1,324,000 


u 


Soudan . 


964,000 


u 


Bechuanaland 


725,000 


1885-6 


Afghan War 


250,000 


a 


Naval and Military Vote and 






Credit . . . . 


9,451,000 



1840—1843 
1848—1853 
1854—1856 



£2,096,046 
2,201,028 
2,060,000 

116,053,151 



THE NEW WAR-NAVT. 

The tremendous efforts making for war vessels, would 
seem to indicate either that the American nation is afraid 
of other nations, or wants to capture the globe. 

With no civil war for a quarter of a century and no 
foreign war for three-quarters of a century, all at once 
we must spend for a war-navy $60,000,000, which peace 
has been quietly putting into the treasury. These are the 
sums appropriated thus far : Ironclads — to complete the 
monitors Puritan, Miantonomah, Amphitrite, Monadnock 
and Terror, $3,178,046; Texas, $2,376,000; Maine, 
$2,844,503; Coast Defence and Torpedo, $2,000,000; 
armored cruiser not yet begun, $3,500,000 ; total, $13,- 
898,549. Unarmored vessels and cruisers — Chicago, 
$889,000; Boston, $619,000; Atlanta, $617,000; Dol- 
phin, $315,000; Newark, $1,248,000; Charleston, 
$1,017,000; Baltimore, $1,325,000; Philadelphia, 
$1,356,000; San Francisco, $1,428,000; Yorktown, 
$455,000; Petrel, $247,000; Concord, $490,000; Ve- 
suvius, $350,000 ; torpedo boat, $87,750 ; practice vessel, 
$260,000 ; Cruiser 6, $1,800,000 ; Cruiser 7, $1,100,000 ; 
Cruiser 8, $1,100,000; Cruiser 9, $700,000 ; Cruiser 10, 
$700,000; Cruiser 11, $700,000; total, $17,487,750; 
grand total, $31,386,299. The last seven vessels have 
not yet been begun. — Peacmnaker. 
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AT SEA. 

There was a little girl on board 

Who couldn't stand the constant motion, 
"I wiss, mamma/' she one day said, 

"There was some pavements in the ocean " 

She watched the heaving billows roll, 
And shook her head and murmured sadly, 

"If they'd play still-pond, 'stead of tag, 
It wouldn't make me feel so badly." 

Before her stretched the white-capped waves, 
Behind, a white-capped nurse-maid followed. 

"I'm better now," she naively said; 
"Because, you see, I've just unswallowed." 



HIGH LICENSE IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The town council of Florence met last Friday afternoon 
and fixed the whisky license at $500. The whisky dealers 
had a meeting last Friday night and appointed a com- 
mittee to meet the council on Saturday morning to ask 
that they either reduce or raise the license from that 
amount. Council, then, on that request, fixed the license 
at $1,000. That just suited the liquor dealers, and they 
have now formed themselves into a joint stock company 
and will open only one bar-room in the town. — Christian 
Neighbor, Columbia^ S. C. 
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Rand, McNally & Co's 

MODEL ATLAS OF THE WORLD! 

"New, you Say? What is there new about it?" Just read on 
It opens with an entirely new history of the 

FLAGrS OF ALL NATIONS, 
with each flag printed in its proper colors. 

It contains Portraits, Autographs and Biographies of 
the Signers of the 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 
and the Presidents of the United States. 

Besides this, it embraces a handy, yet complete Atlas, 
with 280 fine Maps, Diagrams and explanatory tables, and 
an Encyclopedia of Useful Information on all subjects of 
interest to Farmers, Merchants, Housekeepers, Young Folks and 
the public in general. 

It contains over 500 pages, and 

COSTS ONLY 50 CENTS. 
Agents wanted. Sample copy and outfit, post-paid, for 
fifty cents. Address 

CONTINENTAL PUBLISHING 00. 
148-154 Monroe St., Chicago, 

JOHN F. STRATTON & SON, 

43 & 45 WALKER ST., (formerly 49 Maiden Lane,) NEW YORK. 



— Said a little boy who, during a visit to Florida, was 
obliged to drink condensed milk, " Mama, I just wish 
that condensed cow would die ! " 



RECEIPTS TO FEBRUARY 10, 1889. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Dea. P. Merrill, Stratham $1 00 

A. E. Webb, Keene 1 00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

James McGrath, Quincy 5 00 

"W. L.," Lawrence 20 00 

0. T. Dunham, Boston, annual membership . 2 00 

RHODE ISLAND. 

B. F. Knowles, Providence 20 00 

No. Providence, Cong'l Church 10 38 

J. K. Joselyn 2 00 

NEW YORK. 

J. E. Groth, Angelica 2 00 

Murray Fund, N. V. City 75 00 

E. A. Lawrence and wife, Brooklyn .... 5 00 

MARYLAND. 

J. Henry Stickney 10 00 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

H. W. Dixon, Snow Camp 2 00 

ILLINOIS. 

Mrs. Rufus Carey, Princeton 10 00 

IOWA. ' 

Rebecca H. Roberts, Oskaloosa 5 00 

Donations $170 38 

Publications 34 70 

Periodicals 108 89 

Miscellaneous 126 57 

Total, $440 54 




Importers, Manufacturers and Wholesale Dealers in all kinds of 

MU8ICAL MERCHANDISE, MUSICAL BOXES, BAND INSTRUMENTS. 
STRATTON'S CELEBRATED RUSSIAN GUT VIOLIN STRINGS. 



JOHN F- STRATTON & SON. 
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Importers of all kinds of 

MOUTH HAEM0NI0AS. 

43 & 45 WALKER ST., (formerly 49 Maiden Lane,) NEW YORK. 
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ORC ESTER'S 
DICTIONARY 



" The highest authority known as to tho 
use of the English language." 




With or without Denison's Patent Index. 

The Standard of the Leading 
Publishers, Magazines, and News- 
papers. 

The Dictionary of the Scholar for Spelling, 
Pronunciation, and Aoguracy in 
Definition. 

Send for large Circular to the Publishers, 
J. B. LlfPINCOTT COMPANY, 
PHILADELPHIA. 



